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Teacher with stage 4 cancer 
graduates with PhD, aims to inspire 
SERDANG - A t e a c h e r f r o m 
B e a u f o r t , S a b a h w a s d e t e r -
mined to comple te his Doctor 
of Phi losophy (PhD) degree in 
or.der to b e a n i n s p i r a t i o n to 
h is s tuden t s , even af ter be ing 
d iagnosed wi th s tage four lym-
p h o m a . 

Dr S y a h r i n A w a n g Besar , 
50, w h o c u r r e n t l y t e a c h e s a t 
SMK Beaufo r t in S a b a h , s a id 
h e a lmost gave u p w h e n he re-
ceived the l i fe-shat ter ing news 
in January. 

He said gett ing the diagno-
sis w a s like a d e a t h s e n t e n c e 
t h a t s t o p p e d h i m d e a d in h is 
t racks - h e w a s then in his final 
year of s t ud i e s in the field of 
Malay l anguage . 

"At tha t t ime, I h a d a l ready 
finished my viva voce presenta-
tion and my thesis needed some 
correction, b u t w h e n I received 
the news tha t I was conf i rmed 
as a cancer pat ient , everything 
seemed to s top a n d at tha t mo-
ment , I did not even touch my 
thes is at all. 

"But w h e n I t hough t of my 
s t u d e n t s , I r e a l i s e d I h a d to 
be a role mode l to them, tha t 

Dr Syahrin Awang Besar 
whatever our si tuation in heal th 
or economy, educa t ion shou ld 
come first," h e related to Ber-
n a m a after the 46th Universiti 
Pu t r a Malaysia (UPM) Convo-
c a t i o n ( s e c o n d ses s ion ) h e r e 
Nov 30. 

S y a h r i n , w h o h a s t a u g h t 
a t t h e Beaufo r t s choo l for 28 
yea r s , r e f l ec t ed t h a t s o m e of 

his s tuden t s h a d to skip school 
s e v e r a l d a y s a w e e k to e a r n 
extra income for their families 
by w e a v i n g oil p a l m l eaves , 
wi th some even turn ing fisher-
men , whi le some even s topped 
school ing midway. 

Earl ier , t h e Ra ja M u d a of 
S e l a n g o r T e n g k u Amir S h a h 
Sul tan Sha ra fudd in Idris Shah , 

w h o is UPM P r o - C h a n c e l l o r , 
consen ted to award PhDs, mas-
ters, degrees a n d d ip lomas to 
834 gradua tes at the convoca-
t ion. 

Meanwhi l e , p r iva te sec tor 
w o r k e r M o h d N a z i m A b d u l 
Karim, 43, said he w a s inspired 
to p u r s u e h is Master of Busi-
n e s s Admin i s t r a t i on a f te r h i s 

wife Masuri Mokhtar , 40, w a s 
o f fe red the s a m e cour se a f te r 
successful ly secur ing a federal 
s tudy grant . 

The fa ther of four chi ldren 
b e t w e e n t h e ages of two a n d 
17 said h e a n d his wife he lped 
each other comple te academic 
a s s i g n m e n t s a n d m a n a g e the 
family. 

"Classes start f rom 6 p m to 
9 pm, a n d every t ime there is a 
class he ld online, my mother-in-
law will take care of our young-
es t c h i l d , " s a i d Naz im , w h o 
also runs a bus iness impor t ing 
co f fee b e a n s f rom. I n d o n e s i a 
and Brazil. 

Nazim said that even though 
t h e y w e r e in t h e s a m e c lass , 
t h e c o u p l e st i l l c o m p e t e d in 
a hea l thy way to excel as stu-
dents . 

Masuri , w h o is also an ad-
ministrat ive and diplomat ic of-
ficer at the Ministry of Science, 
T e c h n o l o g y a n d I n n o v a t i o n 
(MOSTI), said to ensure tha t the 
family was not neglected dur ing 
the couple ' s two-year s tudies , 
s h e h a d p l a n n e d t he i r da i ly 
activities in advance . - BNM 
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SUMMARIES
SERDANG - A t e a c h e r from B e a u f o r t , S a b a h was determined to complete his Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree in
or.der to be an i n s p i r a t i o n to his students, even after being diagnosed with stage four lymphoma.
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